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provided them with a connection to 
the pure power of an interfaith 
community – expressed through 
volunteers from the many different 
congregations that comprise our 
network. We believe that 
connection made a difference. We 
believe that with your help, we will 
have many more success stories on 
the horizon. 

We know with certainty that 
people expressing their faith by 
volunteering for and supporting our 
organization have made a huge 
impact on the families we’ve 
served. All of our volunteers and 
supporters have strengthened 
communities in the process of this 
work and that is something that I 
hope you take a moment to feel 
good about right now! 

Family Promise North Shore 
Boston is excited to announce our 
first “graduation” from our program! 
Recently, a family of five was able to 
move into sustainable housing after 
only 34 days in our program.  We 
consider this outcome a remarkable 
success for both this family and for 
the Family Promise North Shore 
Boston program. Since our program 
launched on May 12, 2013, we have 
had many other successes to 
celebrate. 

Two families came into our 
program headed by parents who were 
without jobs and those two parents 
are now employed – definitely a 
success! We’ve enabled all of the 
children in the program to attend 
school in their own school district, 
providing critical continuity not only 
in education but also in socialization. 
This is a big deal; it allows these 
children to keep and strengthen 
existing relationships with educators 
and friends in the communities in 
which they lived prior to their loss of 
housing. 

We’ve assisted a young man in 
of one of our families to enroll in 
college for a January 2014 start and 
we enabled two young boys to 
continue with the summer camp 
program they were attending in their 
home community. Another young 
man in the program has graduated 
from high school and entered college 
to pursue nursing; the program 
enables him to be with his family 

instead of being separated from his 
family. The program has also 
helped a family enroll a child in the 
Head Start program, first on a half-
day basis but quickly moving up to 
a full-time enrollment.  This full-
time program has multiple 
advantages: for the child, it 
provides a beneficial structure and 
school preparation that has been 
proven effective; the additional 
child care also helps the parents 
with employment. 

In the case of the family that 
secured their own housing, the 
primary service we provided was a 
safe, loving place for them to 
receive shelter and food for the 34 
days when they needed it most.  We 
provided a place where they could 
be reminded every day that their 
neighbors on the North Shore had 
not forgotten about them.  We 
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Success Comes in Many Forms,  
Including Housing! 
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Host Congregations: 

 

Christ Church in South 

Hamilton 

 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican 

Church in Danvers 

 

First Church in Wenham 

 

First Congregational Church of 

Essex 

 

First Congregational Church of 

Rockport 

 

First Parish Unitarian 

Universalist in Beverly 

 

Immanuel Church in Beverly 

 

Second Congregational Church 

of Beverly 

From the President: 

From the Network Director: 

Dear Friends, 
This summer was a busy time for Family 

Promise North Shore Boston.  We took in our first 
families in May – on Mother’s Day, how fitting. We 
started slow and worked up to 12 individuals (three 
families) as our capacity is 14. Elise Sinagra, our 
Network Director, and Dina Dressler, our Assistant 
Director, worked to ensure a smooth transition as 
the families moved in and out of our Host 
Congregations. They helped all of the parents find 
employment and one of our larger families has 
found permanent housing! Now they are 
interviewing new families to fill those slots. The 
Family Promise network model works!   If you are 

interested in getting involved here’s how you can help: 
 sign up on our Website as a support volunteer 
 recruit your church, house of worship or      

organization as a Host or Support congregation 
 join one of our committees 
 contribute financially and pass the word to your 

friends 
 With Family Promise North Shore Boston there is 

now finally something WE can do to make a difference 
for families that are homeless — families in our own 
neighborhoods. Thank you for your support! 

 
Blessings, 
Mike 

I can hardly believe that five months have passed 
since we opened our doors! Since May 12, 2013, my 
days have been spent doing what I was trained to do: 
interacting with families in need and helping to steer 
them toward a more stable future. When working with 
people with complex problems, “typical” can seem like a 
foreign concept. Some days, we deal with a critical 
situation that one of our guests is facing. Some days, we 
meet with local agencies to figure out how to better 
help our guests. Some days, we train new volunteers—
and some days, we do all of the above and much more 

Visit our website: 

 www.FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

 

Or Contact us: 

 330 Rantoul Street 

 Beverly, MA 01915 

 978-922-0787 

 

 info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

in the very same day. 
Each day brings with it a new set of challenges for 

the families in our program. Still, for me, a few things 
remain constant: my undying respect for the strength 
displayed by our families and my undying gratitude for 
the amazing volunteers and contributors who make this 
all possible. 

 
With gratitude, 
Elise 

Thank You, Crane Fund for Widows and Children! 
 We are excited to announce that we received 

a very generous $15,000 donation from the Crane 
Fund for Widows and Children through the 
employees at Crane Aerospace & Electronics of 
Beverly.  Each year Crane Aerospace & Electronics 
employees vote on which local organization they 
would like the Crane Fund for Widows and Children 
to make a donation to and for the second year in a 
row, Family Promise North Shore Boston was 
chosen to receive this donation.   

The donation that we received last year 
was dedicated to the Day Center remodel and 
specifically to the common area for the families 
in the program.  That donation is making a 
significant impact daily in our families’ lives. 

This year we have chosen to dedicate the 
donation toward the purchase of a newer van to 
transport our families.  Our current “van” is 
more of a bus and as a result it requires a 
special driver’s license to drive the families 
around town. By purchasing a newer vehicle, 
anyone will be able to drive when needed in a 
pinch. 

We are so thankful and honored to be 
chosen for this donation and just want to extend 

our sincere thank you to everyone at the Crane Fund for 
Widows and Children. Your support of Family Promise 
North Shore Boston is greatly appreciated and truly is 
making a difference in lives here on the North Shore.   

 
Thank you! 
From everyone involved at Family Promise North Shore 
Boston 

Pictured from left to right: Elise Sinagra, Rev. Mike Duda, and 

Joe Bennett (Crane Aerospace & Electronics employee) 
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Dina Dressler, assistant director 

of Family Promise North Shore 

Boston, had planned on becoming a 

preschool teacher, but while 

volunteering at Citizens for 

Adequate Housing in Peabody, she 

discovered that she really wanted 

to become a social worker and 

help families. She switched her 

major to social work and received 

her master’s degree from Salem 

State in 2009. Now at Family 

Promise North Shore Boston, she 

has worked closely with Director 

Elise Sinagra since the program 

began serving homeless families in 

May.  

“I wouldn’t change what I do for 

anything,” Dina says. “I have met 

pretty incredible people. They have 

so much courage and strength. 

They teach me a lot.” 

Dina works directly with the 

families being served by the 

program and does much of their 

case management. She assesses the 

needs, skills, and strengths of 

clients and helps them in a variety 

of ways, from helping them 

budget money to helping them 

find affordable housing or work 

and job training if they are out of 

work. She also connects families 

in the program with other North 

Shore agencies that specialize in 

specific areas, such as affordable 

housing. 

Dina works at Family Promise 

North Shore Boston three days a 

week and teaches three social 

work classes at Salem State 

University on the other weekdays. 

Her work also includes 

supervising a Salem State social 

work intern. “I love giving back to 

Salem State and to the field,” she 

says. “It’s important to educate 

upcoming social workers.” 

Although Dina likes to envision 

a time when our society provides 

an adequate safety net for 

homeless families, Dina’s hope for 

now is that Family Promise North 

Shore Boston can successfully 

assist those in the program to 
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make the best choices for their 

families. Dina has begun work on 

assessing what programming 

Family Promise might provide to 

enrich the lives of families in the 

program. 

With Dina’s assistance, Family 

Promise North Shore Boston has 

already had a success story: a 

single working mom with four 

children, who had been paying to 

live in a motel, saved enough 

money while in the program to 

be able to afford an apartment 

for her family. Family Promise, 

says Dina, taps into a community 

resource not used to help 

homeless people in the past: local 

faith communities and their 

buildings. Without a lot of 

complicated red tape, she says, 

homeless families can find 

temporary homes. 

“It’s just human beings helping 

other human beings,” says Dina.  

 
Support Congregations: 

 
Annisquam Village Church in  

Gloucester 
 

Ascension Memorial Church in  
Ipswich 

 
Calvary Chapel North Shore in  

Danvers 

 
Church in the Cove in Beverly 

 
Endicott College in Beverly 

 
First Baptist Church in Beverly 

 
First Baptist Church of Rockport 

 
First Church in Ipswich 

 

First Church in Rowley 
 

First Church in Salem, Unitarian 
 

First Church of the Nazarene in Lynn 
 

First Congregational Church of 
Georgetown 

 
First Congregational Church in  

Hamilton 

 
First Presbyterian Church North Shore 

in Ipswich 
 

First Universalist Church in Essex 
 

First Universalist Society in Salem 
 

Gloucester Unitarian Universalist 
Church 

 

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church  
in Danvers 

 
Immanuel Baptist in Ipswich 

 
North Shore Community Baptist 

Church in Beverly 
 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church in 

Ipswich 
 

Rockport United Methodist Church 
 

Saint Paul Lutheran Church in  
Gloucester 

 

Saint Stephen's United Methodist 

Church in Marblehead 
 

Tabernacle Congregational Church 

UCC in Salem 
 

Temple B’Nai Abraham in Beverly 
 

Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
 

Temple Shalom in Salem 
 

UU Society of Rockport 
 

West Gloucester Trinitarian  

Congregational Church 

Houses for Change! 

By Leah Shriro 

Donate at http://FamilyPromiseNSB.org or send a check to 330 Rantoul Street, Beverly, MA 01915 

and donated to Family Promise North Shore Boston.  

There is also a specific curriculum that goes along 

with this program that allows schools to get students 

involved in a community service project that 

educates young learners about homelessness and 

offers an opportunity to make a difference close to 

home. 

If you are interested in learning more about this 

program that we will be running throughout the 

school year, please contact us by email at: 

info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org. 

Do you have a child that is currently attending 

school on the North Shore or have connections at a 

local school?  If you answered yes, we’d love to chat 

with you and see if we can get your school signed up 

to join the Houses for Change program.   

The Houses for Change program is simple: 

students receive a cardboard house and then they 

decorate it using markers, crayons, collage material, 

stickers and their imaginations.  They take the box 

home with a letter explaining the program and over a 

few weeks or months the box is filled with loose 

change.  At a selected date, the change is collected 
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Like us on Facebook: 
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pages/Family-Promise-North-
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Visit us online: 

Save the Date 
 
Volunteer Training 
 Second Tuesday of month at 12pm 
 Third Thursday of month at 6pm 
 Reservation Required 
 

All Fall! 
 Family Promise North Shore  
Boston Community Table parties 
continue!  Contact us for more  
information on hosting your own 
party. 

Yes, You Can Give!  
“Can I donate?” We love hearing this question, and the answer is yes!  

Your generosity will help us help homeless families on the North Shore.  The best ways to donate: 

 Write a check to Family Promise North Shore Boston, and mail it to us at  

330 Rantoul Street, Beverly, MA 01915 

 Give online by using the “Donate” button via Pay Pal at: http://www.FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

 Donate your stock, please email info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org for more information. 

Either way, you’ll be receipted for your tax-deductible contribution.   

Questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us! 

Thank you for your compassionate support for homeless families on the North Shore! 

Hosting is AWESOME — and you’re invited! 

congregations in our network, to make scheduling 

easier. 

Would your congregation qualify for hosting? We’ll 

help you find out. You’ll need space for up to four 

families, a maximum of 14 individuals, to sleep each 

night for a week. (Some congregations turn Sunday 

school rooms into mini-apartments. Others partition a 

fellowship hall into sections. Innovation is key!) You’ll 

need a place for the families to eat dinner and breakfast 

(but you don’t need to prepare the food on-site; 

volunteers prepare and deliver meals). And you’ll need 

someone from your congregation to serve as volunteer 

coordinator. 

To check out the possibilities, contact director Elise 

Sinagra at 978-922-0787 or 

elise@FamilyPromiseNSB.org. Let the adventure begin 

for your congregation!  

“One of the best things our church has ever done,” says 

Susan Zwart, Family Promise volunteer coordinator for 

First Congregational Church in Essex. 

She’s talking about the congregation’s decision to 

become an official host in the Family Promise North Shore 

Boston network. 

“This one-week experience - welcoming homeless 

families into our church facility overnight, making a 

comfortable place for them to eat, sleep, and live from 

dinnertime through breakfast - has been great,” Susan says. 

“And it’s been a good experience for the volunteers from 

our own congregation, and for friends from other 

congregations who have partnered with us.” 

Family Promise has 8 committed host congregations at 

the moment; we really need a minimum of 13, so that each 

congregation can host families for just one week, just four 

times a year. Ideally, we’ll have perhaps as many as 18 host 

How Can I Help Homeless Families on the North Shore? 

  Approximately 75 percent of the families 
in Family Promise programs throughout the 
U.S. find housing within 60 days. There are 
a number of ways that you can help 
homeless families in our area through 
Family Promise North Shore Boston: 
 Engage your community of faith in this 

work 
  Maximizing this program’s impact 
requires more faith communities to join our 
growing group of host congregations. Can 
your congregation provide overnight 
shelter or support to homeless families for 
four weeks per year? 
 Make a donation of time and volunteer 
  From hosting a family in one’s house of 
worship to preparing a hot meal to working 
as an office angel, volunteers are the 
lifeblood of the Family Promise North Shore 
Boston program. Contact us to discuss the 
 possibilities and find an option that suits 
you. 

 Make a donation of money 
  Family Promise North Shore Boston 
graciously accepts tax-deductible donations 
at familypromisensb.org/donate/ or you can 
send a check to Family Promise North Shore 
Boston; 330 Rantoul Street; Beverly, MA 
01915. We also accept stock donations. 
 Make a donation of goods or services 
  Family Promise North Shore Boston has a 
“wish list” of one-time needs as well as 
ongoing needs for goods and services. 
Chances are, you have items or skills that 
could really help the program. We’d love to 
hear from you on this. 
  If you would like to get involved, please  
e-mail us at info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org. 
  No matter how you choose to help, thank 

you! The Family Promise North Shore 

Boston program works because of caring 

people like you.  

mailto:info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org

