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host congregations and the Day 
Center. 
 
 Would you like to visit the new 
Day Center and help envision what it 
will become?  Join us: 
 
Envision the Promise 
February 28th, 5:30-7:30pm 
332 Rantoul St. 
Beverly, MA 01915 
 
 This will be an excellent 
opportunity for North Shore residents 
to learn more about this critically 
necessary program. Call (978) 922-
0787 for more information. 
 
 The Day center is a critical piece of 
the puzzle, and helps Family Promise 
NSB move one step closer to 
opening our doors and serving 
families on the North Shore. 

 
 Family Promise North Shore Boston 
started with a question: what can be 
done to help the growing number of 
families facing homelessness in our 
area? From that question sprang the 
idea to build an interfaith network that 
would provide housing and sorely 
needed support services to help those in 
need find pathways to getting back on 
their feet. Now, Family Promise is 
much more than an idea. It is a 
concrete plan to help local families 
based on strategies and tactics that have 
been proven to work throughout the 
U.S. In order to begin providing 
support services to families on the 
North Shore, Family Promise North 
Shore Boston proudly announces the 
establishment of its headquarters and 
Day Center in Beverly. Here’s our 
address: 
 
Family Promise North Shore Boston 
332 Rantoul Street 
Beverly, MA 01915 
 
 This Day Center venue was chosen 
after a careful search process on the 
part of the Family Promise board of 
directors. While our clients will be 
staying at host congregations at night, a 
key component of the Family Promise 
program is access to support services at 
the Day Center. These are the services 
that will help our clients get back on 
their feet. A stone’s throw from the 
Beverly Depot, the Day Center is 
conveniently located for job seekers 
that will need to utilize the commuter 
rail to pursue employment 
opportunities in Boston or throughout 
the North Shore. It is also within 

walking distance to the public library, 
the post office and other services. 
 
 Under the direction of Don Preston, 
the Day Center is currently 
undergoing renovations so that the 
organization and its volunteers will 
soon be able to begin serving clients. 
In this endeavor, Family Promise has 
been extremely fortunate to receive 
pro bono renovation assistance from 
Habitat for Humanity North Shore, a 
donated design and architectural plan 
from Siemasko & Verbridge, and 
interior design and space usage help 
from Brenda Johnson of BSJ 
Decorating.  In addition, a number of 
incredibly dedicated partners have 
stepped forward to help with the 
renovations including students from 
Salem State.  “Like” us on Facebook 
to see photos of this renovation 
process. 
 
 When the quick build-out 
phase is complete, the facility 
will be handicapped 
accessible and will include 
important amenities such as 
showers, washer/dryer and 
storage space where families 
can safely stow items without 
charge. The Day Center will 
also include Internet-enabled 
computer workstations where 
clients can attend to assorted 
tasks, whether it is a student 
completing a homework 
assignment or a parent 
working on drafting a resume. 
Family Promise will provide 
shuttle service to transport 
families to and from nighttime 
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Planning meeting at the new Day Center with the 

Board. 

Donate at http://FamilyPromiseNSB.org or send at check to 332 Rantoul Street, Beverly, MA 01915 
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Host Congregations: 

 

Christ Church in South Hamilton 

 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church in 

Danvers 

 

First Church in Wenham 

 

First Congregational Church of Essex 

 

First Congregational Church of Rockport 

 

First Parish Unitarian Universalist in 

Beverly 

 

First Universalist Society of Salem 

 

Immanuel Church in Beverly 

 

Ipswich Church of the Nazarene 

 

Second Congregational Church of 

Beverly 

 

Host Congregation 101: Basic Health Requirements 

From the President: 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 A year has passed since we sent out our 
first Family Promise NSB Newsletter. Last 
February we had only recently formed our 
Board of Directors, and we were still 
working to reach that “magic number 13” of 
Host Congregations; we had no Network 
Director, no van, no Day Center and about 
$12,000 in our bank account. I am happy to 
report that with your generous support we 
now have a fantastic Network Director, Elise 
Sinagra; a van (donated by Cape Ann 
Transportation Authority); a Day Center at 
332 Rantoul Street in Beverly, and as of 
yearend, $95,217.69 in our bank account, 
which puts us well over the half-way mark 
for our 2013 Budget of $167,183. We are 
grateful to our contributors, especially to 
our challenge donors who together have 
pledged $50,000 in matching funds for the 
first three years of operation and helped us 
raise over $115,000 in 2012! 
 That’s the good news. The bad news is 
that the 144 homeless families living in 
North Shore motels last winter has grown to 
245 to date. In August the State lowered 
eligibility guidelines leaving even more 
families without shelter or aid. Beginning in 
2014 the State plans to discontinue the 
practice of using motels for temporary 
housing. While this practice is far from any 
standard of efficiency, adequacy and 
practicality it will result in even more 
families without any kind of shelter. You 
may recall that we set the aggressive goal of 
opening our doors to homeless families in 

September; we were not able to meet that 
goal. It has taken significantly more time 
than we anticipated to secure Temporary 
Occupancy Permits for each of our Host 
Congregations. Massachusetts is the only 
state that requires these separate and 
somewhat complicated permits for 
overnight occupancy. Our Board, our 
volunteers and our congregations continue 
to work diligently to prepare our Host 
Congregations to welcome waiting 
homeless families. We are propelled 
forward by the critical conditions these 
families endure, but we also want to make 
sure that we can provide shelter that is 
more than adequate and in compliance 
with all State safety guidelines. We need 
YOUR help to help these families: 
 We need hospitality volunteers, you 

and any group that may be interested. 
 We need skilled and unskilled labor to 

help get our Day Center ready. 
 We need your time and talent on one 

of our Board Committees. 
 We need your financial support to 

meet our budget for 2013. 
 
 There is finally something we can do to 
make a difference for families that are 
homeless in our communities. Please 
contact Elise to find out what you can do. 
 

Blessings and Peace, 

Mike 

Visit our website: 
 www.familypromisensb.org 

 

Or Contact us: 
 332 Rantoul Street 

 Beverly, MA 01915 

 978-922-0787 

 

 info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

 As a Family Promise host congregation, 
you have a number of options as to how 
you, in coordination with support 
congregations, can serve food to the 
homeless families that you will be helping. It 
is up to you which approach will work best 
for your congregation. Here are the options: 
Option A: If you wish to prepare food and 
serve meals to guests, your kitchen must be 
approved by the local health department 
and one or more representatives must be 
ServSafe certified. If you are currently 
serving food to your community, this 
should be nothing new to you. 

Option B: If you wish to serve food 
prepared at home by members, all you 

need is a kitchen that has been approved by 
the local health department. 

Option C: If your kitchen is not approved by the 
local health department (and is not likely to be 
approved should you seek this certification), 
you can serve food prepared in a take-out 
establishment, food prepared by a caterer or 
college, or food prepared by another 
congregation that has an approved kitchen. 

 We trust that one of these options will suit 
your needs for serving food to homeless families 
in the FPNSB program. Thank you for your work 
to provide this sorely needed service! 
 Questions? Call Duncan Ballantyne at (978) 

998-9113.  
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The number of homeless people 

on the north shore is constantly 

growing, and with new state 

regulations on who qualifies to be 

eligible for housing through state 

funded programs this is an ever 

increasing problem.  Since August of 

2012, families must be in one of 4 

categories to qualify, one of which 

includes living in a place not fit for 

habitation—and you must prove it.  

This can be next to impossible when 

it comes to proving that you spent 

the night sleeping in a car with your 

family or in the hallway of an 

apartment complex.  Not to mention 

the fear of telling the state that you 

have put your children in such a 

situation, and worry that the state 

may take your children from you.  At 

the Coordinator meeting in January, 

Emily Herzig from Neighborhood 

Legal Services spoke about her 

experiences working through the 

system and trying to get families the 

help that they need. Emily has helped 

a number of families through any 

means necessary.  She has even sent 

a women and her children to the 

emergency room just so that they 

would have a place to sleep and be 

warm.  This woman had visited DTA 

over 20 times and felt that she had 

no other options—after going to the 

emergency room the hospital called 

Emily and they were finally able to 

get her housing.  Emily also helped a 

family of 7 that was living in a minivan 

for a week, and when they went to 

the DTA they wanted to know what 

streets that family was driving on in 

order to prove that they were living 

in their car.  Emily ended up having 

to go to court in order to fight to get 
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the housing that this family 

desperately needed.. 

The state predicted that 

60% of the people that were 

eligible for support before 

the new laws went into 

place are no longer eligible, 

and in reality this number 

has been more like 70%.  

On October 8th, the 

Boston Globe reported that 

a woman was turned away 

and encourage to go sleep 

at a train or bus station.  

With this ever growing 

problem, it has become 

more and more crucial for 

FPNSB to open our doors 

as soon as possible, and for 

all of you to become part of 

the solution. 

 

Support Congregations: 
 

Annisquam Village Church in  
Gloucester 

 
Ascension Memorial Church in  

Ipswich 
 

Calvary Chapel North Shore in  
Danvers 

 
Church in the Cove in Beverly 

 
Endicott College in Beverly 

 
First Baptist Church in Beverly 

 
First Baptist Church of Rockport 

 
First Church in Ipswich 

 
First Church in Rowley 

 
First Church in Salem, Unitarian 

 

First Church of the Nazarene in Lynn 
 

First Congregational Church of 
Georgetown 

 
First Congregational Church in South 

Hamilton 
 

First Presbyterian Church North Shore 
in Ipswich 

 
First Universalist Church in Essex 

 
Gloucester Unitarian Universalist 

Church 
 

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church  
in Danvers 

 
Immanuel Baptist in Ipswich 

 
Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church in 

Ipswich 

 
Rockport United Methodist Church 

 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church in  

Gloucester 
 

Saint Stephen's United Methodist 
Church in Marblehead 

 
Tabernacle Congregational Church 

UCC in Salem 
 

Temple B’Nai Abraham in Beverly 
 

Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
 

Temple Shalom in Salem 
 

UU Society of Rockport 
 

West Gloucester Trinitarian  
Congregational Church 

Host Congregation 101: To Start Helping Families, Secure Your Temporary Occupancy Permit 

Donate at http://FamilyPromiseNSB.org or send at check to 332 Rantoul Street, Beverly, MA 01915 

installation quote. If you are unable to obtain a quote 

or if you are concerned that the quote from your fire 

alarm company is unaffordable, please contact Duncan 

Ballantyne at duncball@comcast.net or (978) 998-

9113 and he will arrange for a quote from a 

reputable installer who is sympathetic to the cause 

and will offer us discounted pricing. 

 Invite your local building inspector to visit your 

building to approve the location of carbon monoxide 

sensors before having them installed. This will help 

avoid any unwanted surprises in the permitting 

process. 

 We at Family Promise North Shore Boston urge 

you to obtain your Temporary Certificate of 

Occupancy as soon as possible so that we may begin 

to serve homeless families who so desperately need 

our help. Thank you for your work to help make this 

happen! 

Questions? Call Duncan Ballantyne at (978) 998-

9113.  

 As you may know, the Family Promise network is 

comprised of two main groups: host congregations 

and support congregations. Under Massachusetts law, 

both groups are required to have a Certificate of 

Inspection (which you should already have for your 

community’s existing basic operations) and host 

congregations only must also have a Temporary 

Certificate of Occupancy in order to house guests 

overnight. 

 Several host congregations have already obtained a 

Temporary Certificate of Occupancy. While the 

process is not arduous, it does involve some legwork. 

In our experience, the main issue that can hold up 

obtaining these certificates is a lack of a hard-wired 

carbon monoxide detection system. So here is what 

we, on behalf of the homeless families that we want 

to begin helping, are asking you to do: 

 If your building uses fossil fuels for heating and/or 

cooking and you do not already have a hard-wired 

carbon monoxide detection system in place, please 

contact your fire alarm company to obtain an 

mailto:duncball@comcast.net


www.familypromisensb.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Address: 

     332 Rantoul Street 

     Beverly, MA 01915 

Phone:  

     978-922-0787 

E-mail: 

     info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

Visit us online: 

Save the Date 
February 28 
 Envision the Promise 
 332 Rantoul St, Beverly 
 5:30-7:30pm 

 

February-April  
 Volunteer trainings 
 
Emails will follow with exact dates 
and times for your congregation. 
 

May 12 
 Officially Open Family  
 Promise NSB doors! 
 

All Winter! 
 Family Promise North 
Shore Boston Community 
Table parties continue!  
Contact us for more  
information on hosting 
your own party. 

Please Place 
Postage 

here 

Family Promise  
North Shore Boston 
332 Rantoul Street 
Beverly MA 01915 

To: 

Building community, strengthening lives. 

Yes, You Can Give! 
“Can I donate?” We love hearing this question, and the answer is yes! Your generosity will help us meet the 

goal of launching a fully formed program soon!  The best ways to donate: 

 Write a check to Family Promise North Shore Boston, and mail it to us at  

332 Rantoul Street, Beverly,  

 Give online by using the “Donate” button via Pay Pal at: http://www.FamilyPromiseNSB.org 

 Donate your stock, please email info@FamilyPromiseNSB.org for more information. 

Either way, you’ll be receipted for your tax-deductible contribution.   

Questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us! 

Thank you for your compassionate support for homeless families on the North Shore! 

Family Promise NSB To Open May 12th, 2013 

training sessions. 

We decided to go ahead with the rollout with a 

start date of May 12th based on the need for additional 

time for more training sessions. Having adequate 

volunteer support for the Host Congregations during 

this time of compressed scheduling is crucial to the 

success of our launch. We also need time to hire our 

assistant director and van drivers. We believe that a 

May 12th start will allow adequate time for these 

essential components.  

We believe we can do this, but this effort with its 

compressed scheduling for Host Congregations and 

intensified involvement for Support Congregations will 

require a firm commitment, perhaps some sacrifice and 

dedication from all of us. The homeless families in our 

communities deserve no less. So with your support and 

God’s blessing we are moving forward and looking 

forward to helping our first family in May! 

We have officially decided to open the doors to Family 

Promise North Shore Boston on May 12th, 2013.  We will 

be taking in our first family on Sunday, May 12th and they 

will be hosted at the First Congregational Church in Essex.   

As you know Family Promise has been working hard to 

open our network to homeless families as soon as 

possible. Our greatest challenge has been getting 

Temporary Overnight Occupancy Permits for all of our 

Host Congregations. At our January 17th volunteer 

meeting we presented a rollout plan that included a 

compressed schedule for those congregations that have or 

will have permits by April. Our Board’s Executive 

Committee met on Wednesday, February 6th and 

reviewed the responses from this meeting and a follow-up 

letter. We heard from 7 of 11 Hosts and 18 of 23 

Supports. All of the responses were positive with no 

negative responses or concerns and with many 

enthusiastically encouraging us to go ahead. We also 

carefully reviewed the proposed schedule and plans for 


