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Club, Boy and Girl Scouts, and others.  Two 

key sources of volunteer support: Essex’s 

Unitarian Universalist and Catholic churches, 

each just a few steps from First 

Congregational.  “They’re great servants,” 

Tim says. 

“I’m not at all worried about getting 

volunteers,” Susan says.  She’s already started 

talking with members of the congregation, 

and people are eager to get started.  “We’re 

on our way!” she says brightly.  The variety 

of volunteer functions is attractive to her as a 

leader.  “You use people’s gifts; use people 

where they’re good.” 

Susan works for The Open Door in 

Gloucester, so she sees the pain of 

homelessness firsthand.  Welcoming 

homeless families into the church facility will 

be “eye-opening” for those who volunteer, 

she says.  Serving with Family Promise will be 

more valuable to the church members than 

even to the guests, Tim observes.  “You get 

blessed far more than you are a blessing.” 

Want to talk with Tim or Susan further 

about their involvement with Family Promise?  

Email Tim at: tim@fccoe.org 

    - Doug Brendel 

When Pastor Tim Ziegenhals of First 

Congregational Church in Essex first 

heard about the Family Promise 

concept, it felt like a good fit for the 

congregation. 

“I was thrilled at an opportunity to 

use our facility as a vehicle for 

outreach, for care for those who need 

care,” Tim says.  “We have this 

wonderful expansion, that we put on 

in 2002, that has stood us in 

wonderful stead - but also is not fully 

used during several days of the week.  

Not only does Family Promise seem 

like a good way to reach out to those 

who have needs, but it’s a good way 

to use this facility.” 

The church has a long history with 

short-term missions trips, both 

domestic and international.  But many 

members can’t participate personally 

in such ventures, due to schedules or 

finances.  Family Promise is “an 

opportunity to do a mission trip 

without having to leave home,” Tim 

says. 

He consulted with each of the church’s 

key teams - missions committee, church 

council, trustees, deacons, and Christian 

Ed. Team - about the church becoming 

a Family Promise “host” congregation, 

welcoming up to four homeless families 

overnight, one week at a time, four times 

a year.  At each stage of the process, the 

hosting idea got green lights. 

“I thought it was fabulous,” says Susan 

Zwart, who serves as the congregation’s 

Family Promise coordinator.  “It looked 

like a good, organized way to be really 

involved” in helping the homeless, she 

says.  She’s pleased that volunteers are 

asked to make only a minimal time 

commitment.  “I thought, Two-

hour segments? Perfect!” 

Eventually, Bill and fellow 

volunteer Doug Brendel were 

invited to make a presentation  

on a Sunday morning, followed 

by Q&A.  The most pointed 

question from the congregation: 

Why do we have to wait till 

September 2012!  They ended up 

voting unanimously to join the 

Family Promise North Shore 

Boston network as a host 

congregation.  

Tim and Susan look forward to 

involving other Essex-area 

groups in helping the homeless 

during their four hosting weeks each 

year.  They’ll be contacting the Lions 

Missions Without Leaving Home 
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Pictured from left to right: Doug Brendel, Susan 

Zwart, and Pastor Tim Ziegenhals 

Pictured from left to right: Susan Zwart, and Pastor Tim 

Ziegenhals 
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Host Congregations: 

 

Christ Church in South Hamilton 

 

Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church in 

Danvers 

 

Church of the Nazarene Ipswich 

 

Dane Street Church in Beverly 

 

Endicott College in Beverly 

 

First Church in Wenham 

 

First Congregational Church in Essex 

 

First Congregational Church of Rockport 

 

First Parish Unitarian Universalist in 

Beverly 

 

First Universalist Society of Salem 

 

Immanuel Church in Beverly 

 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Saugus 

 

Second Congregational Church of 

Beverly 

 

Tabernacle Congregational UCC in 

Salem 

Families on the North Shore 

From the President: 
From the President: 

I hope you are inspired by this 

second Issue of our Family 

Promise North Shore Boston 

Newsletter. The board of 

directors and our many 

dedicated volunteers have been 

working overtime over the past 

few months to move FPNSB 

from a vision to reality. With 

more than 140 families staying in 

motels along Rt. 1 and over 1400 

families in shelters across the 

Commonwealth, we need to get 

this program up and running.  

Our recruitment team has 

reached our goal of 13 Host 

Congregations!  While there are 

several others considering 

hosting, we have another 11 who 

have signed on as Volunteer 

Support Congregations. We are 

also delighted to announce that 

we recently added Endicott 

College as a Family Promise 

partner and TD Bank as a 

support organization. It has 

been amazing to see our 

North Shore community 

respond! 

We have received our 

designation as a 501(c)(3) tax 

exempt organization from the 

IRS and welcome 

contributions. Now we need 

to raise a total of $200,000 to 

open our doors, which 

includes hiring a Program 

Director and staff, leasing a 

Day Center, and providing all 

the components necessary to 

properly operate this program.  

We are excited that Family 

Promise has received a 

$50,000 “challenge gift” from 

several generous donors; we 

need your help to match this 

amount and reach our 

Contribution Goal of 

$100,000. 

We’ve also received $22,000 

in grant awards toward our 

Grant Goal of $100,000, and 

we have several others 

pending, but as we all know, 

there is stiff competition for 

grant monies.  

We have a very active Fund 

Raising Team planning several 

events over the next few 

months, and we hope you will 

participate. Find out more 

about donating, attending our 

events and volunteering at our 

website: http://

www.familypromisensb.org. 

We are grateful for all of the 

support and encouragement 

we’ve received. We hope to 

pass this along to the homeless 

families who need it even 

more. Please join us!  

   Blessings,  

   Mike 

Homeless families on the North 

Shore; it could mean your family 

is living in your car, or you are 

all living on friends’ sofas. 

Your family could be living in 

one of the 122 shelter units for 

families scattered from 

Gloucester to Lynn, or you 

could find yourself and your 

family in one of the 142 motel 

rooms set up on Rt. 1 from 

Saugus to Danvers. 

Over 90 families a week present 

themselves at the Massachusetts 

Department of Transitional 

Assistance looking for help. 

Rents keep going up; the 

average 3 bedroom apartment is 

over $1,800 a month, not 

including utilities.  When you 

factor in the first and last 

months’ rent and a security 

deposit, you will need over 

$5,000 just to get your family 

into an apartment. 

The system is broken and 

families and children are 

suffering in our communities.  

We/you can help by supporting 

Family Promise North Shore 

Boston with a donation. 

We/you can give hope to 

families, four families at a time. 

We will bring them back into 

our communities. 

We will support and nurture 

them, as they move forward to 

secure housing of their own, 

and then we will do it again, 

and again, and again… 

  - Don Preston 

Visit our website: 
 www.familypromisensb.org 

 

Or Contact us: 
 P.O. Box 191 

 Beverly, MA 01915 

 (978) 810-1005 

 

 FamilyPromiseNSB@gmail.com 
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He came to us from a street 

church, a congregation of “street 

people” meeting under a tent on a 

parking lot in Arizona.  Doug 

Brendel, a member of our Family 

Promise North Shore Boston board 

of directors, served as “teaching 

pastor” for Prodigal’s Home, a 

congregation of addicts, prostitutes, 

mental patients, ex-cons, fugitives, 

and others.   

“When I moved to Ipswich three 

years ago, I didn’t see many 

homeless people like the ones in 

my old church,” Doug says.  “What 

I did see was a slow-motion 

tsunami of newly homeless families, 

people who looked completely 

suburban, victims of the recession 

and the housing market crash, who 

never expected to be homeless, 

people who don’t know how to be 

homeless, don’t know where to go 

or how to connect with 

government services.” 

He was grateful to learn about 

Family Promise, and began talking 

to congregations up and down the 

North Shore, urging them to serve 

as host congregations for the 

Family Promise network, or 

provide volunteers.  When our 

board of directors formed, Doug 

was a natural fit.   

“Homelessness shreds families,” 

Doug says.  “Family Promise gives 

congregations a way to slip a safety 

net under them, keeps 

them from descending 

to the street, keeps 

them together until 

they can get back on 

their feet.  If we’d had 

Family Promise in 

north Phoenix five 

years ago, my 

congregation would 

have been half as big.” 

Doug makes his living 

as a freelance writer and 

minister.  You can follow his 

unique range of activities via:  

DougBrendel.com 

prestond@comcast.net) 

We will also be reaching out to 

the people on our contact list 

and those that have attended any 

of our meetings with volunteer 

opportunities.  As we approach 

our launch date, there will be 

more and more things that we 

are going to be needing help 

with.  Please keep an eye on 

your email and be sure to 

volunteer so that we can be 

prepared to serve our first 

family. 

Anything you can do to help 

would be greatly appreciated!  If 

you have a skill or a gift that you 

would like to share, we would 

love to hear about it.   

 - Lyndsy Stopa 

How can you help, you ask?  Family 

Promise North Shore Boston is still 

in the process of getting our 

program up and running; however, 

to do that we will need a lot of 

help.  The board is currently in the 

process of formulating committees 

and we could use your help.  If you 

have skills in any of the following 

areas; please email us: (please note 

that these can be short term 

commitments)  

 Computer and Social Media skills 

(contact Lyndsy Stopa at 

lkron2@gmail.com) 

 Fundraising (contact Janet del 

Valle at janetdv@comcast.net) 

 Information Management (contact 

Doug at 

FamilyPromiseNSB@gmail.com) 

 Marketing 

(contact Don 

Preston at 

How Can You Help? 

FPNSB Board: 

Rev. Mike Duda, President     Chuck Roy, Vice President  

Lyndsy Stopa, Clerk     Janet del Valle, Treasurer 

Directors: 

Rev. Laura Biddle, Elizabeth Murray, Don Preston, Scott Dullea, 

Michael Wheeler, Doug Brendel, Cheri Marquart 

 

Support Congregations: 

 

Annisquam Village Church in 

Gloucester 

 

Church in the Cove in Beverly 

 

Congregation Shirat Hayam in 

Swampscott 

 

Emmanuel Community Church in 

Essex 

 

First Baptist Church in Beverly 

 

First Baptist Church of Rockport 

 

First Church in Ipswich 

 

First Church in Rowley 

 

First Church of the Nazarene in Lynn 

 

First Congregational Church in Ham-

ilton 

 

First Presbyterian Church North 

Shore in Ipswich 

 

First Universalist Church in Essex 

 

Immanuel Baptist in Ipswich 

 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church in 

Ipswich 

 

Saint Paul Lutheran Church in 

Gloucester 

 

Temple B’Nai Abraham in Beverly 

 

Trinity Episcopal in Topsfield 

 

UU Society of Rockport 

(This issue’s featured board member, Doug Brendel) 

Now Hiring! 
We are in the process of hiring a 

Social Worker to be the director 

for the day center.  We have had 

a number of promising applicants, 

actually from all over the world!   

We are very excited to be hiring 

for this role, which will be key to 

keeping this program running and 

coordinating all of the Host and 

Support congregation 

coordinators and their schedules.  

This Director will play a crucial 

role in Family Promise North 

Shore Boston and we are very 

excited about the applications 

that we have received thus far.  

The board of directors will be 

conducting interviews over the 

summer, and will be hiring the 

director shortly.  We are also 

planning to host a gathering to 

welcome this new director to our 

program and to Family Promise 

North Shore Boston! 



www.familypromisensb.org 

Address: 

     P.O. Box 191 

     Beverly, MA 01915 

Phone:  

     (978) 810-1005 

E-mail: 

     FamilyPromiseNSB@gmail.com 

 

Visit us online: 

donations, unless the party host would like 

to.  Also, expenses incurred by the host 

are 100% tax deductible!  These parties 

have the potential to raise $15,000-

$20,000! That would be a great boost to 

our fundraising efforts and would bring us 

that much closer to serving families in the 

North Shore.  If you are interested in 

hosting a party, please contact Janet del 

Valle at 978-807-1161 or email 

info@familypromisensb.org for all the 

details! 

   - Janet del Valle 

On May 16th, we had a meeting with a 

tremendous turnout of many of our 

congregation coordinators and other 

congregation members to talk about a great 

fundraising idea that we are calling “Family 

Promise North Shore Boston’s Community 

Table.”   

We are hoping to have 2-3 people from 

each of our host and support congregations 

willing to host a party - any kind of party - 

sometime this summer and invite their 10 

friends to spread the word about FPNSB.  

Our fundraising committee will send the 

invitations and keep track of the responses.  

We will also do the tough job of asking for 

Family Promise Community Table 

June 27 
 Make a “Family Promise” event 
 Chianti 
 285 Cabot Street, Beverly  
 5:30-8:00pm 

July 
 Family Promise North Shore 
Boston Community Table parties! 

 

Save the Date 

Please Place 
Postage 

here 

Family Promise  
North Shore Boston 
PO Box 191 
Beverly MA 01915 

To: 

Building community, strengthening lives. 

“Can I donate?” We love hearing this question, and the answer is yes! You generosity will help us meet the goal of launching a fully formed 

program soon!  The two best ways to donate: 

 Write a check to Family Promise North Shore Boston, and mail it to us at P.O. Box 191, Beverly, MA 01915 

 Give online by using the “Donate” button via Pay Pal at: http://www.FamilyPromiseNSB.org/?page_id=12 

Either way, you’ll be receipted for your tax-deductible contribution.  Questions? Don’t hesitate to contact us! 

Thank you for your compassionate support for homeless families on the North Shore! 

Yes, You Can Give! 


