
S P R I N G  2 0 1 2  

ter”, which serves as home base 

for the families in our care.  Dur-

ing the day, at the Day Center, 

the families can shower, do laun-

dry, and care for pre-school 

children.  The employed go to 

work; the children attend school 

on school days. Also at the Day 

Center, Family Promise employs 

a fulltime licensed social worker 

devoted exclusively to helping 

these families.  This committed 

professional connects with local 

social service agencies to help 

families find housing, jobs, and 

other services.  Some 75% of 

Family Promise’s families find 

housing within 60 days! 

As we continue seeking host 

congregations, you’re invited to 

get involved in establishing Family 

Promise North Shore Boston… 

to make a real and personal dif-

ference for Homeless families 

here in our region, call (978)810-

1005 or email familypromi-

sensb@gmail.com.  On behalf of 

It’s almost time to celebrate!  

Newly homeless families are 

closer than ever to receiving a 

unique and proven-effective 

brand of care from North Shore 

congregations, through the inno-

vative Family Promise strategy. 

At press time, 12 congregations 

had committed to serving as 

hosts — opening their facilities 

overnight, one week at a time, 

four times a year, to house up to 

four homeless families at a time.   

The Family Promise program 

requires at least 13 congrega-

tions hosting four times a year to 

cover the annual 52-week host-

ing rotation.  Already committed 

congregations include: 

 First Church in Wenham 

 First Congregational Church in 

Rockport 

 Second Congregational Church 

in Beverly 

 Emmanuel Community Church 

in Essex 

 First Congregational Church in 

Essex 

 Christ Church in Hamilton 

 Tabernacle Congregational 

Church UCC in Salem 

 Ipswich Church of the Naza-

rene 

 Immanuel Church in Beverly 

 Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

in Saugus 

 Christ the Redeemer Anglican 

Church in Danvers 

 Dane Street Church in Beverly 

Host congregations comprise 

one of the three simple elements 

that have made the Family Prom-

ise strategy a great success in 

other regions across the country.   

The second element is volun-

teers, who sign on from neigh-

boring congregations (and often 

the host congregation itself).  

Volunteers do all the “work”: 

cooking and serving meals, play-

ing with the children, helping 

them with homework, etc.  Each 

volunteer signs up for a single 

two-hour function — again, just 

four times a year.  Many find 

these are two of the most re-

warding hours they’ve ever expe-

rienced! 

Third element: the “Day Cen-

Dreams Comin’ True! 
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First Church Wenham  

First Congregational Church  
of Rockport 

Second  Congregational 
Church of Beverly 

Emmanuel Community 
Church in Essex 

First Congregational Church 
in Essex 

Christ Church in Hamilton 

Tabernacle Congregational 
Church  UCC Salem 

Ipswich Church of the 
Nazarene 

Immanuel Church in Beverly 
Saint John’s Episcopal 

Church in Saugus 
Christ the Redeemer 

Anglican Church in Danvers 
Dane Street Church in 

Beverly 
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Meet the Board: 

 

Rev. Mike Duda, 

 President 

Chuck Roy,  

 Vice  President  

Lyndsy Stopa,  

 Clerk 

Janet del Valle, 

 Treasurer 

 

 

Directors: 

Karen Bernier 

Rev. Laura Biddle 

Elizabeth Murray 

Sister Leonore Coan 

Don Preston 

Scott Dullea 

Michael Wheeler 

Doug Brendel 

Rev. Dean Pederson 

Cheri Marquart 

 

Homeless of the North Shore 

A Letter from the President 
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to our new News-

letter! There has been a lot 

happening with Family Promise 

over the past few months, and 

we thought this would be a 

great way to keep all of you up 

to date.  When I say “we” I am 

referring to our newly formed 

Board of Directors.  We offi-

cially organized in November 

and filed our forms with the 

IRS to become a 501(c)(3) non

-profit organization.  We ex-

pect to receive official confir-

mation from the IRS in March, 

but in the meantime we are 

allowed to accept tax exempt 

contributions as Family Prom-

ise North Shore Boston.  If 

that sounds like a hint - it is! 

You can find more information 

about ways you can contribute 

in this Newsletter. 

I am also happy to report that 

we now have 12 Host Congre-

gations (also listed in these 

pages)! Our Recruitment 

Committee led by Doug Bren-

del has been working diligently, 

and we expect to have our 

13th Host and possibly even 

more as there are a number of 

congregations considering a 

commitment at this time.  

Cheri Marquart is heading a 

team to work with Host and 

Support Congregations in set-

ting up their respective coordi-

nators and organizing volun-

teers for a  start-up in Septem-

ber.  That date will come soon, 

so our Fund Raising Commit-

tee is busy finding ways to 

raise the $240,000 we will 

need to begin hosting our 

families.  We need those funds 

to hire a Social Worker/

Program Coordinator, set up 

our Day Center, purchase 

equipment and secure a 14 

passenger van. 

We are confident that we can 

do all of this by September and 

the fact that there are over 

140 North Shore families right 

now living in shelters, motels, 

or their cars inspires and com-

pels us to open our doors as 

soon as we can.  That’s where 

you come in!  We need your 

help in whatever ways you are 

able: 

 To join one of our commit-

tees 

 To recruit your church, 

house of worship or organi-

zation 

 To sign up as a volunteer 

 To contribute financially 

The beauty of Family Promise 

is that there is finally some-

thing we can do to make a 

difference for families that are 

homeless, families in our own 

neighborhood.  We hope this 

Newsletter gives you some 

sense how excited and hon-

ored we are to offer hospitali-

ty to our neighbors in their 

time of need. 

 

Blessings, 

Mike 

There are over 130 families in 

motels on Route 1 between 

Saugus and Danvers on any 

given night.  The children suf-

fer the most when families 

are homeless.  There are 101 

shelter beds on the North 

Shore for families and 143 

beds for individuals.  The 

system is broken, there are 

not enough case workers to 

help these families, and there 

are not enough support ser-

vices for these families.  All of 

these beds are full and the 

shelters are turning families 

away and the only place for 

them is Route 1, the house of 

last resort!  Not only are there 

no support services - there is 

no room, a whole family in one 

motel room, no grocery 

stores, no transportation, no 

play space, and finally no hope.  

The right to adequate housing 

as a basic human right is en-

shrined in the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights.  We 

can help; you can help; please 

join us! 

  - Don Preston 

Visit our website: 
 www.familypromisensb.org 

 

Or Contact us: 
 P.O. Box 191 

 Beverly, MA 01915 

 (978) 810-1005 

 

 FamilyPromiseNSB@gmail.com 



Hands On, Heart IN! 
P A G E  3  

Talk to someone who has volun-

teered with Family Promise, and 

here’s what you hear: 

“We get just as much if not more 

out of it as the people we’re trying 

to help.” 

“It’s just a wonderful feeling.” 

“It’s a chance to live out your 

faith.” 

“On Sunday mornings, we talk a lot 

about serving God.  This is a way 

you can actually do it.” 

“Once people do it, they really love 

it; they want to keep doing it.” 

“A great opportunity for hands-on 

outreach.” 

All true! And now you can experi-

ence the joy of caring for newly 

homeless families right here on the 

North Shore.  

Big commitment? No. As a Family 

Promise volunteer, you commit to 

just two hours, four times a year. 

At the location of your choice (13 

to choose from) - doing the type of 

service you prefer! Cook a meal? 

Server a meal? Help kids with 

homework? Setup and tear-down? 

It’s your call.  

Getting started is even simpler: 

designate a Family Promise volun-

teer coordinator for your congre-

gation—whoever wants to 

serve as the Family Promise 

contact—and get that con-

tact info to us via familypro-

misensb@gmail.com.  

Questions? Email us, or call 

Doug Brendel at 978 810 

1005 anytime. 

This is gonna be fun! 

Already committed congre-

gations include: First Church 

in Ipswich, First Church in 

Rowley, Immanuel Baptist in 

Ipswich, Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Topsfield, and 

First Congregation Church in 

Hamilton. 

 - Doug Brendel 

nection that could help; please 

let us know: 

 14 passenger van 

 Bedding/transportable beds 

 Computers/office equipment 

 Washer or dryer 

You can also help by getting 

involved in helping us meet our 

goal of recruiting additional 

congregations.  One thing you 

could do, is help recruit your 

congregation as a host or sup-

port congregation, we would 

love to come out and give a 

presentation to your congrega-

tion.  Secondly, you can join in 

with a  committed congregation 

and offer to help volunteer or 

be the coordinator for your 

congregation.   

Anything you can do to help 

would be greatly appreciated!  If 

you have a skill or a gift that you 

would like to share, we would 

love to hear about it.   

 - Lyndsy Stopa 

How can you help you ask?  Fami-

ly Promise North Shore Boston is 

still in the process of getting our 

program up and running, howev-

er, to do that we will need a lot 

of help.  The Board is currently in 

the process of formulating com-

mittees and we could use your 

help.  If you have skills in any of 

the following areas please email 

us and we will get you in touch 

with the committee chair: (please 

note that these can be either a 

short term commitment)  

 Computer and Social Media 

skills 

 Marketing and Fundraising 

 Information Management 

 Hiring Day Care Center Staff 

As we are quickly approaching 

our opening date we are also 

starting to collect items that will 

be needed to keep our families 

comfortable and make the pro-

gram a success.  If you can donate 

any of these items or have a con-

How Can You Help? 

First Church in Ipswich 

First Church in Rowley 

Immanuel Baptist in Ipswich 

Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Topsfield 

First Congregational Church 
in Hamilton 

Yes, You Can Give! 
“Can I donate?” We’re happy to 

hear this question frequently.  The 

answer is yes! You generosity will 

help us meet the goal of launching 

a fully formed program on Septem-

ber 1st—caring for newly homeless 

families, and getting most of them 

into their own place within 60 

days. The two best ways to donate: 

 Write a check to Family 

Promise North Shore Boston, 

and mail it to us at P.O. Box 

191, Beverly, MA 01915 

 Give online by using the 

“Donate” button at: http://

www.FamilyPromiseNSB.org/?

page_id=12 

Either way, you’ll be receipted for 

your tax-deductible contribution. 

Questions? Don’t hesitate to con-

tact us! 

Thank you for your compassionate 

support for homeless families on 

the North Shore! 



the families in need.  We hope to see 

you all there.  Please RSVP to: 

FamiliyPromiseNSB@gmail.com 

 

 - Janet del Valle 

On March 15th at 7pm, Family Prom-

ise North Shore Boston will hold an 

open house at The First Church in 

Wenham for our committed host and 

support congregations.  Angelica 

Kennedy from Family Promise Na-

tional will review the responsibilities 

of the host and support congrega-

tions and discuss the very important 

role of the Congregation Coordina-

tor.  The Congregation Coordinator 

is the liaison between each congrega-

tion and the Day Center Director.  If 

you are interested in learning more 

about the Congregation Coordinator 

role, please plan on attending.  We 

will also be presenting a fundraiser 

idea that our committed congrega-

tions can become involved in.  All 

these activities are leading to our 

targeted launch date of September 

1st, 2012, when we can start helping 

www.familypromisensb.org 

Address: 

     P.O. Box 191 

     Beverly, MA 01915 

Phone:  

     (978)810-1005 

E-mail: 

     FamilyPromiseNSB@gmail.com 

 

Visit us online: 

Upcoming Open House 

Open House 
 March 15 at 7pm 
 First Church in Wenham 
 

Official Opening 
 Targeting September 1st 

Save the Date 

Please Place 
Postage 

here 

Family Promise  
North Shore Boston 
PO Box 191 
Beverly MA 01915 

To: 

Building community, strengthening lives. 


